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succeed him, the dervish life goes on just the same. To
such an elastic conception of organization may be ascribed
the wonderful tenacity, the persistent vitality, of the religious
orders of Islam.

III.   THE DERVISH LIFE

The centre of corporate life for the orders is the dervish
house, called in Syria and Palestine tek'keh (sometimes
pronounced tekkl'yeh) or za'wiyeh. The former word
seems to be more commonly used in Syria, the latter in
Palestine, but they sometimes are interchangeable. Tekkeh
appears to be used exclusively in Turkey; zawiyeh is found
in all countries. The word zawiyeh is literally a corner;
hence it came to signify a cell, and thus developed into the
wider meaning of a building containing a group of cells for
individual ascetics and pilgrims, in connection with a large
hall for public exercises. The terms zawiyeh and tekkeh
are also applied to the residence of the chief sheikh of an
order in a given place, provided it is also the centre of organic
life, and to a hospice, whether for dervishes or for poor pil-
grims in general. Above the green gardens of Damascus
rise the slender minarets of the mosque attached to the fa-
mous tekkeh built for the accommodation of pilgrims by
Sultan Selirn in 1517. Besides the mosque there is a large
court with twenty-four dome-covered chambers. The whole
edifice is now falling into decay, and in some of the rooms
horses are stabled; but in others pilgrims still tarry on their
way home from Mecca, while dervishes live in the mean
houses near by. In Jersualem there are several endowed
zawiyehs for foreign dervishes. One under the Ecce Homo
Arch is controlled by Hindus resident in the Holy City under
a sheikh. More important is the zawiyeh of the Moghra-
bin, or Morocco dervishes, many of whom serve as night
watchmen in the city and its environs. These are entitled
to receive, gratis, bed, bread, and soup. A few of these
Morocco dervishes live in the two rooms above the Gate
Beautiful in the east wall of the Haram-esh -Shertf, or
temple enclosure. Some poor Qadiriyeh dervishes also